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Crisis. Originally, the word derives from the ancient Greek verb “krinein”, meaning to judge in order to take a 
decision and its noun, “krisis”, meaning judgment, decision. According to Steven James Venette1 "crisis is a 
process of transformation where the old system can no longer be maintained."  
 
In Greece, the obsessive persistence of the ruling elites in rescuing by any means the current socioeconomic 
system, even during its long phase of death rattle, has fuelled a significant social mobilisation towards the 
Alternative Route, striving to transform crisis to krisis. Several citizen initiatives and grassroots groups 
organise, since 2012, the Festival for Solidarity and Cooperative Economy (#Festival4sce) seeking to build the 
foundations of another world that is not only possible, but already growing.  
 
Following the links between the social impacts of the austerity imposed during the last four years in Greece 
and the alternatives proposed by citizens themselves, this series of articles is structured around four main 
axes: 

● The social impact of austerity measures imposed by the Troika in Greece 
● The societal response to these measures through the creation of solidarity networks 
● The history, role and objectives of the Festival for Solidarity and Cooperative Economy 
● The challenge of linking struggles on national and international level 

 
 

PART I: The social impact of austerity measures in Greece 
During the last four years, Greece has undergone a deep and unprecedented multidimensional recession, 
following the international financial crisis of 2008-2009. As a remedy to the abrupt deterioration of the 
country’s borrowing capacity and the accelerated accumulation of - the already unsustainable - Greek debt, 
successive governments have signed special MOU’s2 with the Troika3 giving away the country’s sovereignty, 
in exchange for promises to put Greece back on the path of development and growth; the system, in order 
to survive, urgently required a redistribution of money circulation, redirecting cash from a huge number of 
small deposits to a small number of huge accounts. As a result, harsh austerity measures have been imposed 
including slashing of salaries and pensions, drastic tax increases and generalised dismantling of the social 
role of the State while in parallel special funds to save the Greek banking system have been created. 
Furthermore, according to the second MOU, Greece has been obliged to open a special account for debt 
repayment in the Bank of Greece, as an ultimate priority over the current operational public expenses.  All 
these policies resulted in a dramatic drop of consumer buying power thus influencing negatively all 
macroeconomic indicators, such as GDP, unemployment rate, growth rate, deficit rate, etc. Worldwide 
known economists, scientists and even politicians have been widely questioning the effectiveness of such 
policies. Peer Steinbrück, the Social Democratic Challenger of Angela Merkel4 was of the ones to openly 

                                                             
1
 Venette, S. J. (2003), “Risk communication in a High Reliability Organization: APHIS PPQ's inclusion of risk in decision making”, 

North Dakota State University. 
2
 MOU: Memorandum of Understanding is a bilateral or multilateral agreement where all parties agree on common actions maybe 

before a more detailed contract is signed. Greece has already signed MoU’s accompanied with special treaties with the IMF, the 
European Commission and the ECB –in other words the Troika-, defining the terms of “financial aid” -which in fact concerns a new 
debt- towards Greece and its subsequent obligations.  
3
 Troika: originates from the Russian word “тройка”, meaning three of a kind or triad. It can also be used to refer to a group of three, 

especially government officials (Source: Cambridge Professional English Online). The term was increasingly used during the Eurozone 
crisis to describe the European Commission, International Monetary Fund and European Central Bank, who formed a group of  -
three- international lenders that laid down stringent austerity measures when they provided bailouts or promises of bailouts for 
indebted peripheral European states – such as Ireland, Portugal and Greece – in the financial crisis. (Source: Tony Quinn, Financial 
Times).  
4
 The Independent: “Angela Merkel’s rival Peer Steinbrück critical of Eurozone austerity ahead of elections”, 2-9-2013.  
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denounce this “deadly dose of austerity"; a proven recipe to kill an economy. Even the IMF has reported5 
growth forecast errors in relation to planned fiscal consolidation, admitting that they “failed to realise the 
damage austerity would do to Greece”6. It is interesting to point out that the Troika has recently recognised 
that Greeks cannot bear new taxes.  
 
During the four years of the After Troika era (2010-2014), the devastating results of the austerity are 
incontestable7: index of wages decreased by 23.8% from 108.2% to 82.5% whereas average increase in tax 
burden8 on middle incomes (25.000 € to 70.000 € per year) has reached 25%. Tax on property increased by 
514%9 whereas loss of household income reached 16 bn €10 during the period 2010-2013 and percentage of 
over indebted households recently skyrocketed 65%11. Additional direct and indirect taxes of more than 2 bn 
€ are expected to cover the financial gap of the national budget of 2014. At the same time, unemployment 
rate increased by 133% from 11.9% in 2010 to 27,8% in 2014 and youth unemployment (age range 15-25 
years old) has already overreached 60%12. Moreover, currently in Greece there are more than 450.000 
families with no working members. 
 
The dreadful multidimensional social impact of these policies can be depicted by the following illuminating 
data: 
● Suicide rate13 increased from 26.5% in 2007 to 43% in 2011, a rise of 62.3% before and after crisis. 

According to the data provided by the Hellenic Statistical Authority, 45.27% of people that committed 
suicide in 2012 were economically inactive (unemployed, retired, students, housewives, workless). 
Moreover, the help line for suicide prevention of the NGO Klimaka reports that 35% of people who call 
for help are unemployed14 

● 145.000 children face food insecurity and hunger: according to a survey conducted by the NGO 
Prolepsis15 on a sample of 152 schools, during the school year 2012-2013, 27% of pupils experience 
food insecurity with moderate or severe hunger, 37% experience food insecurity without hunger, 62% 
cannot always afford high quality or variety in their meals, 32% have reduced portion sizes, whereas 
only 36% of participants attain food security  

● In 2013, there were more than 160.000 unprivileged families and more than 110.000 people in need16 
in Greece, having received help from the EU’s “Food Distribution programme for the Most Deprived 
Persons of the Community”17. 

● The official number of uninsured citizens reaches more than 3 million people, representing one third 
of the country’s population. Added to this, there are 3 more million citizens, such as traders and small 
businessmen who have closed their businesses due to the crisis and have consequently lost their 
insurance rights18. The dramatic situation that austerity has inflicted on the country is illustrated by 
the recent incident where an uninsured and unemployed cancer patient died due to political inertia 
after repetitive and persistent appeals of the Metropolitan Community Clinic at Helliniko19 to the 

                                                             
5 Blanchard Olivier & Leigh Daniel, “Growth Forecast Errors and Fiscal Multipliers”, IMF Working Paper, January 2013 
6 The Guardian, “IMF admits: we failed to realize the damage austerity would do to Greece”, 5-6-2013. 
7 Unless otherwise mentioned, primary data is retrieved by the Hellenic Statistical Authority, the statistical review Hellas In Numbers-2014 and the 
Greek Ministry of Finance. The comparison, if not otherwise mentioned, refers to the period between the 1st quarter of 2010 and the 1st quarter of 
2014. 
8 Tax burden is based only on tax on income without taking into account the huge increases of indirect taxes (VAT, special taxes on fuel, cigarettes, 
etc). 
9 Household income paid for Tax on property increased from 487 million € collected by the State in 2010 to 2.99 bn € eventually collected in 2013 
(according to the MOU 3.2 bn € were expected to be collected in 2013 for tax on property). 
10 Household income decreased from 98 bn € in 2010 to 82 bn € in 2013. 
11 7 Ημέρες, ΓΣΕΕ:Στο 65% ο αριθμός των υπερχρεωμένων νοικοκυριών, 17-10-2013. 
12 The Atlantic, “Europe's Most Tragic Graph: Greek Youth Unemployment Hits 55%”, 2-10-2012. 
13 ELSTAT,  Report on suicide rates 2012 
14 NGO Klimaka http://www.klimaka.org.gr/newsite/ 
15 NGO Prolepsis http://diatrofi.prolepsis.gr/en/what-we-do/the-need/food-insecurity/ 
16  Data retrieved from the Ministry of Rural Development and Food  
17 EU Programme on Food Distribution for the Most Deprived Persons of the Community http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/most-deprived-
persons/index_en.htm 
18 Iatropedia, “Χωρίς ασφάλεια 6.000.000 Έλληνες! Αποκάλυψη σοκ δια στόματος προέδρου ΕΟΠΥΥ”, 19-9-2013. 
19 TVXS, “SOS από το Κοινωνικό Ιατρείο Ελληνικού για δέκα ανασφάλιστους ασθενείς”, 2-1-2014 
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Ministry of Health, the Minister himself and the Greek Parliament in order to request free access to 
the public health system to 10 uninsured patients suffering from serious illnesses 20. 

● Homelessness has risen significantly although there are no data on a country basis survey. Only in 
Athens, more than 20.000 citizens rely on soup kitchens and housing services supported by the 
Municipality of Athens21. 

 
In order to piece together the puzzle of the Troika’s growth scenario, one should take also into account: 

● the gradual dismantling of the structure of the Greek public administration, expressed mainly 
through the closing or underperformance of public institutions (such as hospitals, universities, 
schools, research centres, etc.), the outsourcing to private companies of some of the most significant 
operating areas of the public sector and the shrinking of the social role of the state  

● the privatisation of common goods and natural resources, mainly expressed through the huge 
privatisation programme of 50 bn € imposed by the MOU’s, which includes privatisation of public 
companies, of common goods such as water, waste management or energy, as well as state 
property, varying from natural resources to public buildings, semi-private companies and public 
infrastructure 

● the deviation from democratic and constitutional procedures and European directives, mainly 
expressed through the application of urgent legislative acts and the signing of treaties never voted 
by the Greek Parliament22, the imposition of not elected governors23, the placement of managers of 
controversial career paths to key-positions in public administration24and the rise of authoritarianism. 
As a result, extreme state repression25, maximal police violence and government’s tolerance to 
illegal processes and actions combined with mass media propaganda, have led Greek society to 
polarisation giving space for fascism to rise uncontrollably. 

 
Realising the limits of the capitalist growth scenario and questioning the fundamental engines of capitalism -
overconsumption and borrowing- considerably large parts of the Greek society are in search of other 
economic models of living, working, producing and consuming under an alternative perspective: notions 
such as localisation, degrowth, solidarity or cooperativism have come in the foreground of the social 
dialogue, aiming to put man and nature in priority over profit making. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                             
20 TVXS, “Ανασφάλιστοι, αυτοί οι άγνωστοι”, 9-1-2014 
21 Δήμος Αθηναίων:  «Τι δείχνει η έρευνα για τη φτώχεια και την κοινωνική συνοχή στην Αθήνα» 16-10-2013 
22 It is interesting to note that deputies in the Greek Parliament were obliged to vote for the first MOU that followed the agreement already signed by 
the then Minister of Finance and the ex-Prime Minister in a very pressed  time span, with no official translation of the complicated and multipaged 
official documents. Many of them admitted afterwards in public that they voted without having read it first and some denounced the extreme 
political pressure of their parties on them for voting for it. 
23 During the Greek political turmoil in the wake of the Greek debt crisis after Prime Minister George Papandreou’s resignation, Loukas Papademos 
was appointed as Prime Minister of Greece from 2011 to 2012, leading a provisional government. He was previously the Governor of the Bank of 
Greece from 1994 to 2002, before leaving to become Vice President of the European Central Bank from 2002 to 2010 (Source: Wikipedia). He was 
never democratically elected by the Greek citizens but was a common choice after long negotiations among the ruling parties and the Troika to play 
the subtle role of a “transition governor”. 
24 Some interesting examples: 1. the initial placement of Mr. Petros Christodoulou, a former high level manager in Credit Suisse First Boston, Goldman 
Sachs, J.P. Morgan and National Bank of Greece as general manager of the Public Debt Management Agency. He was afterwards replaced by Mr. 
Stelios Papadopoulos, a head director in several private banks such as BNP Parisbas, SSSB/Citigroup, EFG Eurobank, Societe Generale.  2. The 
placement of Mr. Andreas Georgiou as President of the Hellenic Statistical Authority in June 2010. His previous career as a high level manager with 
IMF since 1989 opened a big debate in the Greek Parliament. He stopped working for IMF in July 2010, from where he asked a leave without payment 
until December 2010. He officially resumed his responsibilities in the Hellenic Statistical Authority in August 2010. His role in the “Greek statistics” of 
2009 is controversial and had been the subject of one of the inquiry committees of the Greek Parliament. 
25Operation of detention camps, banning of demonstrations, penalisation of civil disobedience or socially vulnerable groups of people such as drug 
addicts, refugees or HIV positives are only some of the aspects of the extreme state repression recent governments have introduced to everyday life 
in Greece. 
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PART II: The societal response to austerity 
From crisis to krisis26: the emergence of another possible world 
Since the very beginning of Greece’s placement under Troika’s supervision, the Greek society responded 
with huge and massive demonstrations in the largest cities of the country. During the uprising of the so 
called Indignants (Aganaktismenoi) movement in 2011, the squares27 were the main scene of action where 
the seeds of radical thinking and civil disobedience were planted. Social dynamics of preliminary self-
management processes emerged as a spontaneous response to the immediate need of dealing with 
organisational and logistical needs on the occupied squares as well as bypassing extreme state repression. 
Thus, various working groups such as first aid, food supply, safety & defence, cleaning, multimedia or 
infrastructure supply were set up collectively.  
 
A strong will to take life into their own hands inspired citizens from different socioeconomic backgrounds to 
transform crisis to krisis: through citizen assemblies and working group discussions they gradually realised 
that the only way to break away from the crisis was to trust and develop their own krisis. Large groups of 
people, widely questioning the Troika’s authority as well as the government’s policies, have been launched 
into primary processes of direct democracy, horizontality, shared decision making, participatory leadership 
and collective intelligence. Forming working groups on different thematic threads such as education, health, 
economy, culture or justice, they explored ways to put their vision into practice. As a result, the massive and 
collective reappropriation of public spaces in the biggest cities all over the country played a catalytic role in 
the emergence of grassroots initiatives; during the occupation of Syntagma Square in Athens, collective 
action gave birth to alternative initiatives such as the Citizen Debt Audit Campaign, the Athens Time Bank-
Syntagma Square, the Exchange Solidarity Bazaar of Syntagma Square or the Real Democracy Multimedia 
Team amongst many others. 
 
The hidden dynamics of the squares unveiled the possibility of the creation of a potentially massive social 
movement that could destabilise the decisions already taken by the ruling elites. Continuous state repression 
and brutal police violence were used by Greek governments, with the blessings of Troika, in order to 
eradicate such possibility.  
 
From the squares to neighbourhood assemblies and solidarity networks 
From the days of the squares, a long path has been walked.  But “square” times still remain as a reference 
point to the collective imaginary, thus defining the transformation process of the so called solidarity 
networks. As participants in the uprisings realised that massive central space occupations and 
demonstrations were vulnerable to brutal police attacks, gradually the movement migrated to local 
neighbourhoods thus expanding all over the country. Local citizen assemblies emerged simultaneously in 
every neighbourhood, where people were striving to find ways to deal with the impacts of the crisis on a 
local scale. Neighbourhood assemblies attempted to act collectively to respond to practical issues, in a way 
“capitalising” the previous knowledge and the experiences of the squares. People never involved in political 
or collective citizen processes before, were given the opportunity to speak up, express their views and 
participate in concrete collective actions. Furthermore, people previously involved in initiatives set up during 
the occupation of the squares are currently active in various projects set up in the aftermath of the Squares 
uprising, thus fostering a dynamic evolution to what is called the solidarity grassroots movement in Greece. 
This movement covers a large spectrum of action: struggle against water privatisation, solidarity initiatives to 
the anti-gold mining struggle at Skouries28 or the self-managed factory of VioMe, alternative and grassroots 
media, alternative currencies, exchange networks, eco-communities and self-sufficiency projects, working 
collectives and cooperatives, urban gardening, communing and commons management, social kitchens, 
social clinics or direct producer-to-consumer networks, amongst others. 

                                                             
26 Crisis: originates from the Greek noun κρίσις  (krisis) - verb κρίνειν  (krinein)- meaning decision, judgment. 
27 Citizens have been active in the main squares of big cities, i.e. Syntagma Square in Athens, Aristotle’s Square in Thessaloniki, George A’ Square in 
Patras, Eleftherias Square in Heraklion, amongst many others. 
28 More info about the investment plan and the evolution of the anti-mining struggle at Skouries can be found at the Hellenic Mining Watch website 
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The emergence of such initiatives has set the basis for an invisible, unregimented, autonomous and 
progressive network referred to as the solidarity and cooperative economy. From 2011 and onwards, 
solidarity and cooperative economy initiatives have been flourishing all over the country. Though there are 
several grassroots as well as academic groups trying to map all these different initiatives, secure data are not 
yet available, mainly because this transition phase is very dynamic and constantly changing. An interesting 
attempt though to map these initiatives has been made by The Omikron Project, a small grassroots group. 
According to their survey entitled “Ouzo-Drinking Lazy Greeks? Grassroots groups in Greece” they have 
mapped a large part of the citizen initiatives on a national level, organising them around 5 main categories: 
Information Technology, Collective Kitchens, Health, Neighbourhood Assemblies and Democracy Projects, 
Alternative Economies and Local Exchange Systems, Art and Culture, Environment, Nature and Ecology, 
Human Rights, Media and Communications.  
 

PART III: Giving birth to the #Festival4sce: Another world is not only possible but already exists! 
History 
During the Syntagma Square occupation, in various citizen assemblies and working groups, the organisation 
of an event that would foster communication, cooperation and networking in a practical way amongst the 
various alternative initiatives scattered all over the country, was repetitively discussed. One year later, in 
October 2012, members of various initiatives and collectives29 such as the Athens Time Bank-Syntagma 
Square, Kafeneio Akadimias Platonos, the collective Nea Guinea, the eco-community project Spithari-Waking 
Life, the Votsalo network amongst others, put in action this idea by organising the so called Festival for 
Solidarity and Cooperative Economy (#Festival4sce): more than 200 citizen initiatives from all over Greece 
participated and  organised practical workshops, discussions, presentations and collective events, thus giving 
the opportunity to visitors to discover another world, where “market laws and exploitation of human labour 
for profit maximisation isn’t the rule, a world in which human relationships become meaningful again”30. 
 
Each year the Festival is organised around special thematic threads such as self-management, self-
sufficiency, self-reliance, localisation or degrowth. The programme includes discussion workshops, DIY 
workshops, thematic discussions, workshops for kids, various cultural events such as concerts, music, 
theatre, performances, exhibitions, video projections, thus combining theoretical and practical knowledge, 
all designed under a radical thinking perspective. Furthermore, the Festival4sce provides space and time for 
spontaneous assemblies among groups and initiatives with common interests in order to network and build 
bonds of cooperation. As a result, the first meeting of exchange networks in Greece was held during the first 
edition. Besides, the Festival4sce is a source of inspiration of various events taking place in other parts of the 
country. An interesting example is the CommonsFest, taking place since 2013 in Heraklion, Crete. 
 
Philosophy-Principles-Objectives: While the foundations of the past crumble down, we are watering the 
flowers that grow in the ruins. 

The Festival4sce focuses on the self-organised citizen-driven movement which is taking place in Greece and 
worldwide, searching and creating new ways of thinking, living and working. A movement which promotes a 
world that fosters communication, mutual exchange and the transition to a society based on participation 
and cooperation, self-management, solidarity, sustainability, self-sufficiency and respect of man and nature 
alike. 

The Festival4sce aims to: 

 Illuminate what is already taking place in terms of citizen initiatives in Greece and abroad 
 Discover impact beyond the local area 

                                                             
29 The collectives and initiatives that organised the previous festival can be found here.  
30 According to the Press Release 2012.  
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 Become a meeting point for interaction among initiatives and grassroots movements in Greece and 
abroad 

 Inspire learning of new practices and foster exchange of knowledge and experiences 
 Spread the concept, the ideas and the principles of solidarity and cooperative economy to larger groups 

of the society 
 Create potential collective projects 
 Contribute to the transition process towards a systemic change based on self-management, self-

sufficiency, solidarity and degrowth 
 Become a source of inspiration for other likewise events 

Its philosophy is imprinted in declarations and press releases: “...we know that we are living the last episodes 
of a world based on exploitation, injustice and the illusion of eternal abundance. This world is collapsing and 
it’s up to us to highlight the structures that will not only replace the current impasse but will also build a 
tangible example for the creation of relations of solidarity and mutual cooperation”31.    
 
Although philosophy, values and strategy are under a continuous and progressive discussion, some basic 
principles reaching unanimous consensus are: 

 Independence from political parties, institutions and organisations 
 No funding accepted by any private or public institution or organisation  
 Self-management 
 Direct-democracy and open processes 
 Openness to society 
 Horizontality 
 Shared decision-making 

 
Place 
The Festival4sce takes place for three consecutive years at the Cultural Centre of Helliniko, a place that has a 
particular symbolic meaning and is related to the struggles against the selling off of public land and public 
property and more specifically to the struggle against the government’s privatisation project32 of the former 
international airport at Helliniko and the nearby beach of Agios Kosmas in the southern suburbs of Athens. 
The citizen Committee against the Metropolitan Park of Helliniko believes that coordination among different 
struggles and initiatives are essential for the reappropriation and the new use of the buildings and 
infrastructure of the former airport, unveiling initiatives that will be a tangible example for the creation of 
relationships of solidarity, cooperation and reciprocity among citizens. Some examples of such initiatives 
based in the nearby premises are the Metropolitan Community Clinic at Helliniko and the Self-managed 
urban garden at Helliniko, practical examples of this other world growing. 
 
The 3rd #Festival4sce as a linking tool  
Since 2013 the assembly of the Festival4sce has been in touch with Spanish activists, who gradually 
integrated the coordination team, bringing new dynamics and new perspectives on how such an event could 
evolve. Exchange of experiences and common ideas as well as the lack of feedback and information flow 

                                                             
31 Festival4sce Press Release 2013. 
32 This project -called Metropolitan Park of Helliniko and included in the 50 bn euro privatisations programme- refers to a huge project of the Greek 
government for the exploitation and development of the 6,204 acre site of the former airport at Helliniko and the nearby coast of Agios Kosmas. Just 
as in most cases of high value rural development projects, this project is planned to be assigned for 99 years for exploitation to Lamda Development 
S.A., subsidiary of Latsis Group of Companies, owned by one of the richest businessmen tycoons in Greece and worldwide, ranked 83th on Forbes's 
2013 World's Billionaire's list. Lamda Development intends to construct a huge consumption centre including shopping malls, a casino, hotels, 
luxurious accommodations and infrastructure to serve the nearby golf course. A ‘park’ is planned to be constructed as an ornament of the entire 
investment. The project has met the opposition of citizens and residents of surrounding suburbs, as well as local authorities, who claim the protection 
of one of the last urban green spaces in Athens and the creation of a park in the entire area with minimum human intervention, free access to 
everyone and open to public use. Government’s argumentation for the need of public revenues is highly criticised by opposed parties, including 
Mayors of surrounding Municipalities as it is doubted that the State will actually benefit from this investment. More info and signatures collection 
against the investment here. 
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between Greece and abroad put together Greeks and Spanish on a common target: how to build bonds with 
Greek and European initiatives.  
 
The interest of this year's festival focused on this aspect: how to create effective ways of communication 
among various initiatives. Irini -member of the Votsalo Network- declares that the festival was born from the 
“need for solidarity initiatives from below to meet together and interact”. As Jeza -member of 15M 
International- puts it; the #Festival4sce is “a golden opportunity” to cooperate with Greek comrades taking 
into account “the large number of solidarity initiatives that are emerging in Greece and the lack of 
information or effective communication among them”. Emma -member of the Citizen Debt Audit Platform 
(PACD) in Spain-, who follows closely the evolution of grassroots initiatives in Greece, sees the festival as an 
opportunity to “make contact again and learn about their developments, meet new initiatives and build 
something together, learning from our collaboration”. Photis -member of the Spithari-Waking Life project- 
agrees: “I think that the festival is a great opportunity to meet and further cooperate among several 
initiatives of self-management. I feel that cooperation with our Spanish comrades is excellent and their 
contribution to the organisation of the Festival is extremely valuable”.  
 
Most of the members of the Festival’s coordination team, all of them members of grassroots projects and 
citizen initiatives, have made their first contact on the squares. “Syntagma Square was a great “street 
university”, where we learnt a lot mostly by practice: solidarity, reciprocity, respect using direct democracy 
processes were some of the “disciplines” that everybody had in one or another way to “study”. But its most 
important legacy is the hub of human relationships that has been created. Even if some of us got to know 
each other through the festival assembly, what unites us is the Square” admits Kat, member of the Athens 
Time Bank-Syntagma Square and continues: “we have though still a lot to learn as far as radical management 
is concerned and this is the purpose of the Festival this year”.  
 
As a result, this year the Festival hosted for the first time European projects such as Cooperativa Integral 
Catalana, Can Masdeu, LA PAH, Incredible Edible, Brixton Pound, RIPESS, Fair.Coop or Fralib, among others. 
The discussions covered various thematic threads such as self-management, self-sufficiency, commoning and 
commons, alternative currencies, exchange networks, eco-communities, social clinics and social kitchens, 
resource allocation, sustainability and social participation, giving the opportunity to Greek and European 
projects and initiatives to exchange experiences, knowledge and know-how, share common struggles and 
initiate common actions. The various discussions and workshops were organised using participatory tools 
and methods in order to foster two-way communication and feedback among participants, visitors and 
organisers with the objective of spreading the ideas and the philosophy of solidarity and cooperative 
economy to larger groups of society. 
 
 

PART IV: The challenge of linking struggles on national and international level 
While mass media tirelessly repeat the “there is no alternative” mantra in order to ease the imposition of 
further neoliberal austerity, southern Europe resists in a surprisingly collectively creative manner towards 
system change. This creative resistance is the focus of the Festival4sce. Members of the coordination team, 
active in various initiatives in their respective local areas, all agree that resistance has to be encouraged and 
strengthened through the participation of larger groups of society.  For Emma -member of the Citizen Debt 
Audit Platform (PACD) in Spain-, the one thing that always stands out is “how strong resilience movements 
are in comparison with movements that work more focused on strategies of political incidence, change and 
confrontation. There is a tremendous media blockage in "the centre" of what is happening in the European 
periphery. A painful vast majority of people have not a clue of what is going on in countries like Greece or 
Spain and this has shocked me profoundly when moving to France. This is a huge challenge we are facing for 
neoliberalism and austerity has to be confronted on a European scenario. We have to learn how to deal with 
the different cultural, political and social backgrounds”. 
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Differences in struggles although remain the main challenge for networking and cooperation among them. 
As Jeza -member of 15M International- sees it, in Greece “there are many different initiatives and different 
ways of working. Social clinics that serve uninsured people (one third of the population) are an example of 
citizen self-organization to solve a problem or to alleviate a situation. Many countries do not know what the 
situation is in Greece. That clash with the reality of a humanitarian catastrophe can help put them in context: 
this is also Europe. The Greek initiatives are fighting in very adverse conditions, what often leaves them little 
time to work on networking and communication. The initiatives of other countries working on safer ground 
can provide much there, ideas and developments that are not possible at the time being in Greece”. Emma 
though, sees differences regarding methodologies and practices: “Social movements in Spain have 
developed and shared with each other practices and knowledge that have become widespread throughout 
our movements. This makes collaboration between collectives and nodes very effective and smooth. We are 
highly networked movements and this is a big difference with Greece. On the other hand, we do have very 
similar political approaches regarding maturity and understanding of the situation Europe is in. This is the 
feeling I get when I compare my experiences of collaboration with central and northern European countries. 
But of course, we have been hit first...” 
 
“Greece has much to teach us from their devastating scenario and the common struggle of the people” 
declares Jeza and Emma agrees: “There is always something to learn from each other, that is the magic of 
collective intelligence” and continues: “How Greek initiatives are managing to produce solutions under the 
tremendous situation they are under is very inspiring and admirable. Those of us that are not so badly off in 
other countries have had the space to develop struggles at a more strategic level and polish 
our communication battle.” Irini -member of the Votsalo Network- though seems a bit sceptical: “I feel that 
solidarity initiatives, after a rapid development in recent years, currently seem relatively stagnant. Such 
initiatives undoubtedly offered valuable experiences to all participants but I’m not sure whether they have 
influenced society in general. It is very important to see how these initiatives will grow and how they will 
come together. There are always good things and experiences to share with projects and initiatives from 
abroad, but I consider much more imperative to work on communication and cooperation among initiatives 
here”. 
 
On the other hand, Photis -member of the Spithari-Waking Life project-, explains that although “there are 
very significant initiatives in Greece, their fragmentation does not allow working together in a more 
structured context. But what the Greek teams have to "teach" foreign initiatives is the subversiveness and 
radicalism in the sense that they have a clearer "political" but non-partisan character and they aspire 
towards the creation of a different type of economy. Of course we have also a lot to learn from the 
experience of foreign initiatives especially regarding networking, communication and decision-making 
processes”. Whereas Miki -member of 15M International- supports: “without such an authoritarian 
government, Greek people could develop a new society right now. On the other hand, learning from others 
is necessary to understand the future situation and replicate ideas that work as solutions for concrete 
problems. In this sense, we insist in communication, but there are as well occupation strategies, avoiding 
government pressure, immigrants’ support inside the detention centres, etc. We've all seen the effects of 
austerity, but not the answers for they are silenced and not recognised. Austerity and the fascist consequent 
rise will touch more countries in Europe; the earlier we are connected the better we can react”. 
 
Keeping in mind a phrase from Galeano: "This shit world is pregnant of a much better one", the organisers’ 
message is: Another world is here, be part of it! for they believe that the revolution starts from within us 
and we can now see the change we want to see in the world.  
  
*All info about the programme and events that took place during the 3

rd
 #Festival4sce, 10-12 October 2014 in Athens, can be found 

at www.festival4sce.org/en. Contact via e-mail, Facebook or Twitter. 
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