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LOGISTICAL INFORMATION ON THE WSF INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL MEETING 
ABUJA,  NIGERIA - FROM MARCH 31ST  TO APRIL 3RD 2008

1. Meeting venue and registration
IC working groups, commissions and plenary meetings will take place all in the same venue: 

NICON LUXURY HOTEL
Plot 903, Tafawa Balewa Way
Area 11 Garki Abuja

Participants registration in the meeting, as well as payment of the contribution to the solidarity fund 
begin on the 31st morning, 9h00 am, at the plenary lobby reception. Attention! This is not the same 
hotel where participants will be lodged (see below).

2. Accommodation and meals

Participants that have registered for the meeting and/or requested for accommodation support will be 
hosted at one of the following hotels:

Royalton Hotels Limited 
Plot 1907,Gongola Street
Area 2, Section 1, Garki Abuja
Nigeria
Tel: 234 9 2344914 – 7, 2346850 – 2 
Fax 234 9 2344913
Contact: Gladys
DL: 234 8061306595
 

Gubabi Royal Hotel
Plot 2359, Sokode Crescent
Off Michael Okpara Street
Wuse Zone 5, Abuja
Tel: 234 9 5242403, 234 9 5240885 -6 
Contact: Reuben
DL: 234 0865334373

The hotels are comfortable, safe and have internet facilities (wireless) in the rooms.

Participants who have requested their inclusion in the solidarity fund for accommodation until the 
deadline previously informed will be set in single rooms. 

The booking for those who will pay the hotel have been made as their wish. For those, the 
accommodation payment must be done to Action Aid and will be organized together with accreditation.

Hotel stay begin and end at 12 pm (noon) and include breakfast. Lunch will be offered for all the 
participants during the days of the meeting (31st March to 3rd April). Dinner is at expenses of each 
participant. No per diems will be given.

For modifications in the date of check in and check out in the hotel and or cancellations:
*Please, communicate changes up to March 20th to Marcela at the email: fsmci@uol.com.br 
(informing in the subject: “Abuja hotel: changing dates /cancellation”)
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Those who have not registered for the meeting or those who are looking for other accommodation 
options must contact the hotels directly. 

3. Arrival in Nigeria

Instead of going straight to Abuja, flying to Lagos and then going to Abuja ends up being cheaper. 

Arrival in Lagos: ActionAid Nigeria has a contact in Lagos who will meet all visitors arriving in 
Lagos and make necessary arrangements including hotels for overnight stay if required. He will be 
holding a placard with ActionAid Nigeria written on it. Arrangements will be made for your onward 
journey to Abuja, by the AA Nigeria contact below: 

Sonjo Badmus
+234 8023 414 194 & +234 8053 065 608. 

Arrival in Abuja: You will usually be met by an ActionAid Nigeria representative who will normally 
be waiting at the exit, after immigration and customs procedures.  Please ensure you have ActionAid 
Nigeria’s  address  with  you  before  leaving  your  country  of  residence,  as  this  will  be  required  for 
immigration purposes.
 
AA Nigeria address is: 
Plot 590, Cadastral Zone
NAIC House, Central Area, Abuja.
Tel: +234 9 461-8655 and 9 627-0480/2
Fax: +234 9 461-8656
Email: abuja@actionaidnigeria.org

Transport to Nigeria and on entry or exit 
If you have to sleep over in Lagos to catch a flight to Abuja the next morning, please indicate in your 
flight schedules on time so that AA can make plans to purchase flight tickets to Abuja for you and 
make adequate preparations for your overnight stay in Lagos.  The contact person for ActionAid 
Nigeria in Lagos (Sanjo Badmus – contact above) will arrange for your ticket and the Holiday Express 
Hotel will arrange for one of their buses to pick you up from the International Airport and return you 
there in route to Abuja. The hotel is close to the airport and safety of guests is assured.

Important: Domestic flights do not leave from Murtala Mohammed Airport Lagos (international 
airport) but from the domestic airport which is about 10km away. It would cost between N2,000 – 
N2,500 naira in a hired taxi from the international to the local airport. Several local airlines shuttle 
between Lagos and Abuja such as Virgin Nigeria, Aero Contractors, Arik, Bellview, Chanchangi & 
EAS Airlines in order of preference. If you are flying to Abuja from the International Airport, you will 
have the option of using Arik or Virgin Nigeria (both of which are quite safe and reliable).  Most 
operate up to 6 flights a day between Lagos and Abuja on weekdays and about 2 to 3 times over 
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weekends. A flight from Lagos to Abuja is between 50 and 55 minutes and will cost N17,000 on most 
airlines (approximately £80 or $150).  Flights times from Lagos to Abuja are 06:00, 08:00, 11:30, 
13:20, 16:00 and 18:00 and would usually be from 15 minutes time difference between airlines.

4. Weather, local time and further information

Abuja is the relatively new capital city of Nigeria, having the seat of government been formally moved 
from Lagos in 1992. It is situated in the heart of the country in an area called the Federal Capital 
Territory; a location chosen for its neutrality in a country rife with ethnic and religious clashes.
During this time of the year temperatures range from 23ºC to 35ºC (73.4°F to 95ºF) degrees in Abuja. It 
doesn’t rain much (less than 100mm/month) in March, generally. In April, though, rainfalls can go up 
to  300 mm/month.  For  more  accurate  information  concerning the days  of  your  stay,  please  go to 
http://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/city.html?n=742. 

Abuja’s standard time zone is UTC/GMT +1 hour.

Health Requirements
Yellow  fever  vaccination  certificates  are  required  by  anyone  arriving  from  infected  areas  and 
immunization is recommended for all. Vaccine has to be taken with at least 10 days before your travel.

Currency and Banking 
The currency in Nigeria is the Naira (NGN). It is comprised of Naira (N) and Kobo (K). One hundred 
kobo make N1. On 4th of March, 2008, the exchange rate was:

1 US Dollar = 119 Nigerian Naira 
1 Euro = 181 Nigerian Naira 

The exchange rate may vary daily (for updates, check the converter in the website 
http://www.oanda.com/convert/classic)

Visitors are requested to declare their foreign currency at points of entry but cannot take out more 
foreign currency than they brought in.  International credit cards are not widely used.  There are several 
banks in Abuja for the exchange of foreign currency and the British High Commission also changes 
Pounds Sterling to the local currency. 

Other useful information
 English is the official language and widely used, though many other languages are also spoken.
 Electrical current is 240 volts, 50Hz. Round and square three-pin plugs are used.

5. Getting around
Transportation from the hotels to the meeting venue will be provided by Action Aid Nigeria.
For private travel, green colored taxis are officially authorized to operate within the Abuja Metropolis. 
Another option is to use a hotel based taxi. This would however cost more. There are several unpainted 
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taxis as well but we advice that you use the Army Green Taxis (Peugeot 307 saloon series). For private 
travel, you are advised not to use motorcycle taxis at all during your stay in Nigeria. 

6. Action Aid contacts

Country Director: Otive 234 9 4618655
Mobile: 08033039797

Head of Programmes: Ojobo Mobile: 08051434242 & 08023568123
HR/OD Manager: Olutayo
Logistics Officer: Goodluck

Mobile: 08036102112, 08023375383
Mobile: 0802 3131 367or 08056109897

Flight Enquiries & airport taxis (where 
necessary)

Call Kenneth or Goodluck on 08035939033 

7. Agenda proponed for the IC meeting in Abuja

March 31st April 1st April 2nd April 3rd 

10 am to 1 pm - 
Mobilization and 
communication
(in plenary)

(1-2:30pm – 
Lunch time)

2:30 pm to 6 pm 
– Commissions

9 to 10 am  - Opening session, 
with the presence of Local 
organizing committee 
(welcome)

Strategy seminar – day 1

10 am to 1 pm
Part 1 - Strategy seminar

1pm-2:30
Lunch time

2:30-5 pm
Part 2 - Strategy seminar

5 pm to 8:00 pm     

Meeting with Nigeria local 
social movements, networks 
and organizations

9 am to 1 pm
(Part 2 continuation)

Part 3 -  Conclusions of 
Strategy seminar

(1-2:30 pm Lunch)

2:30 to 8 pm

(continuation of Part 3 - 
Conclusions of  Strategy 
seminar)

WSF 2009

9 am to 1 pm
Commissions proposals

(noon or 1-2:30 pm 
Press conference and 
Lunch)

2:30 to 6 pm
LG working plan and 
IC working plan
(including decision on 
next IC meeting)
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