
Meeting of social movements - May 5, 2010 - Mexico City  

During the meeting of the International Council of the World Social Forum held in Mexico 
City from 5 to 7 May 2010, some social movements gathered in order to review the process of 
"Assembly of Social Movements (AMS) and monitoring the decisions taken earlier, 
particularly during the worldwide social movements seminar conducted in Sao Paulo on 21, 
22 and 23 January 2010  

1. Representation  

 
1 Samir  Abi ROAD Togo  
2 Renan Alencar OCLAE Brésil 
3 Alexandre Bento CUT Brésil 
4 Olivier Bonfond  CADTM Belgique  
5 Masuku Bongani COSATU Afrique du Sud 
6 Cristina  Coronel IV Foro Social Americas Paraguay Paraguay  
7 Jennifer COX  Poor People's Economic Human Rights Campaign USA  
8 Hector de la Cueva ASC  Mexico 
9 Pedro Franco Alliance international des Habitants  Rep.Dominicaine

10 Louis  Head USSF USA 
11 José-Miguel  Hernandez CC-ASC / CCFSM Cuba 
12 Ryu Mikyung KCTU Corée 
13 Hector  Moncayo ASC Colombia 
14 Rogerio Pantoja  CUT  Brésil 
15 Liège  Rocha  FDIM - Federação Democrática Internacional de Mulheres Brésil 
16 Wilhelmina TROUT  World March of Women Afrique du Sud  
 

2. World Seminar of social movements in Africa  

As recalled in the final report of the seminar in São Paulo:  

On permanent expansion and descentralization of the Social Movements Assembly 
 
It was agreed that, in order to strength the SMA process in world level, we have to carry on 
seminars like this one in the continents and regions, especially in Africa and Asia, but also in 
Europe (having in mind the European Social Forum).  
Considering that the WSF 2011 will be held in Dakar (Senegal), the suggestion made was to start 
by organizing a seminar in Africa. It was decided that World March of Women (Wilhelmina), 
CADTM (Mamadou) and Via Campesina (Ibrahim, who was not present to the seminar due to 
visa problems) as well as trade union movements, who were present at the Brazil seminar, would 
be the reference contacts to start interlinking for this seminar in Africa. It is requested to the 
organizations, networks and campaigns present to the meeting to provide them contacts of 
organizations and social movements in Africa. 
 

To achieve the realization of this seminar, a strategic meeting of preparation will take place in 
Dakar, Senegal on 27 and 28 May. The provisional program is as follows:  

 
 



 
 

 Morning  Afternoon 
Thursday, May 
27, 2010  

ARRIVAL  

Friday, May 28, 
2010  

VISIT SITE SELECTED FOR THE 2011 WSF PREPARATORY MEETING OF THE 
SEMINAR OF SOCIAL MOVEMENTS  

Saturday, May 
29, 2010  

PREPARATORY MEETING OF THE 
SEMINAR SOCIAL MOVEMENTS 
(continued)  

MEETING WITH  THE SOCIAL 
MOVEMENTS OF SENEGAL   

Sunday, May 
30, 2010  

DEPARTURE  

As decided in São Paulo, organizations responsible for coordinating this meeting are: 
CADTM, MMF and Via Campesina. The main objective of this meeting is to finalize (date, 
budget, purpose, calendar ...) the implementation of a global seminar of social movements in 
Africa before the WSF 2011 which will be held from 6 to 11 February in Dakar. Here below, 
the main contributions that were given by participants to take into account during  the 
strategic meeting of 27-28 May:  

Regarding the date of the seminar:  

• If possible not before October 30th , date of the second round of elections in 
Brazil  

• So rather early November (as soon as possible in November?)  
• be careful that this seminar has a counterproductive effect in diminishing the 

capacity of social movements to mobilize for the WSF (which will take place 
shortly after)  

• A good date could be to organize this seminar in parallel to the next IC of WSF 
which will be held in Dakar in October-November (exact dates of the CI 
should be decided in May / June)  

• If so, the ideal is to make the conference before the IC to reach the IC with 
common positions (including our request for the SMA during the WSF)   

Regarding  the composition and representativeness  

• We must ensure the presence of African social movements sufficiently 
representative to be able to reach an analysis and decisions that take into 
account all the aspect of the continent 

• We must obviously work with regional and continental social movements, such 
as COSATU, but it can not replace the contacts with the local and national 
social movements  

• We must work to identify and create a list of African social movements that 
are part of the political perspective of the AMS  

i. Olivier Bonfond agrees to centralize contacts: olivier@castm.org  

 



Regarding the objectives of the seminar  

• Prepare the largest possible mobilization for the WSF, especially in Africa   
• Begin the preparation and coordination of the Assembly of Social Movements 

of the WSF 2011(do not forget that the Assembly must be a process)  
• Adopt an analysis and an initial agenda mobilization  

3. Mouvements sociaux et CI FSM Social movements and the WSF IC  

This meeting of IC confirm that it is essential for social movements to continue to be present 
but also and especially active in various bodies of CI (commissions, plenary sessions, liaison 
group, working groups, ...)  

Since the IC of Belem early 2009, the dominant discourse within the IC has been modified 
regarding two levels: the necessity of criticize capitalism and the evidence of  the dominant 
role of social movements in the WSF process and more broadly in the construction of making 
another world possible. However, lack of coordination and pro-activity, these speeches are not 
yet transformed  into reality. For example, a consensus has almost been achieved within the 
strategy Commission  on the necessity to conclude the Dakar WSF by a World Assembly of 
Social Movements. With prior consultation, it could have been probably possible to reach 
consensus. Consequently, we didn’t succeed to adopt this proposal during the plenary session. 
Some have  were expressed clearly, explaining that it was impossible to do that, because the 
AMS was a Coalitions and convergence among many others, and we can not give preference 
to AMS instead at another meeting.  

Following this discussion, a proposal emerged to write a letter signed by many social 
movements to the WSF 2011 organizing committee and members of the IC to explain our 
position and ask to have the space needed to strengthen the process of SMA during the WSF 
2011. Jose Miguel Hernandez and Oliver Bonfond will write a draft.  

Regarding the liaison group: New members of the liaison group involved more or less 
actively in the process of the AMS are marked with *:  

*José Miguel Mederos (CC-ASC / CCFSM)  
*Olivier Bonfond (CADTM)  
*Wilhemina Trout (MMF)  
*Alexandre Bento (CUT)  
*Ana Maria Prestes (OCLAE)  
*Maria Liège Rocha (FDIM)  
* Ryu Mikyung (KCTU)  
*Raffaella Bolini ( ARCI Italy) 
Claire Courteille (SCI) ? 
Taoufik Ben Abdallah (ENDA)  
Francisco Whitaker ( Comité Justice et paix)  
Virginia Vargas 
Salete Camba ( Instituto Paulo Freire)  
Hamouda Soubhi (FMA)  
 
 



NB: the Hemispheric Social Alliance (CSA) and Via Campesina (VC) and COSATU have not 
represented their application and therefore are out of the liaison group, however, the presence 
of SM in the new liaison group is still important.  

Regarding future ICs: it is very important to prepare in advance these meeting, including the 
common positions and the distribution of work in commissions. It is also clear that it is very 
useful to organize a physical meeting at the start of CI. Proposal for future ICs:  

• The night before the first day of IC, an initial meeting takes place to coordinate 
the first day and prepare the meeting  

• On the first evening, there is a meeting of social movement to coordinate the 
objectives to be achieved during the IC and monitoring the process of the AMS  

4. Presence of SM in the WSF process at the Future  

- We must encourage the growth and decentralization of AMS  

- These assemblies  must be organized from the local social movements but supported by the 
global process ( it is necessary to know better the network and expand the SMA process  and 
therefore also to communicate the value and legitimacy of this process )  

- It is important that these meetings are as much as possible the result of a process of 
collective development before the assembly strictly speaking. In this sense, the process of the 
SMA for the USSF (PMA’s: people's movement assembly) is interesting and could serve as 
an example.  

 


