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Discussion Flow

* Historical Development of International Migration (from the
Period of Colonization to the 1970s)

* International Migration Today (focusing on the global & asian
stock estimates and number of migrants affected by the
different conflicts & the European migrant crisis)

* International Migration from Marx’s and Marxist’s Perspective
* Our Urgent Tasks



Historical Development of I.
International Migration

“ Period of colonization (1500 to 1800): original accumulation;
expansion of capital; the trend is more concentrated in the processes of
colonization and economic growth;

* Helped to establish the dominion of Europe over large parts of the world.
* European ideas about owning land as private property clashed with

indigenous people's understanding of land use; displacement of local
communities over the ownership and access of their land

* Slave trade: considered as the largest mass migrations of labor in human
history; over 10 million Africans were forcibly taken from mainly Western
Africa to the Americas as slaves; many died at the hands of African traders;
vulnerable while awaiting their sale and on board the ships that would cross

Atlantic




Historical Development of International
Migration I.
" Industrial Period (1800 to early 1900):

" the new means of production through industrialization means the demise of slower
modes of labor > works that are done by humans are replaced by machines;

" more than 48 million people left the industrializing countries of Europe in search of
new lives in the Americas, and Oceania; sought to escape poverty and the
politically repressive regimes in their home countries in Europe and motivated by
the prospect of economic opportunity settled in the Americas and the former
colonies in the New World

" When slavery ended, slaves working on plantations in British colonies were replaced
with another form of labour - labour; palm oil plantations in Sumatra,
Indonesia was enforced by the Dutch > migrants are mostly from India and China

* Indentured (contracted) labourers came primarily from India and China; From 1834 to
the end of the First World War, Britain had transported about 2 million Indian indentured
workers to 19 colonies;

. were recruited by agents who received financial incentives for each
person they recruited which led to fraudulent practices such as misrepresentation about
the work, wages, distance of travel, and through kidnapping and forcible
(especially in China); The conditions at work were poor, wages often lower than
promised and the hours were long.



https://www.striking-women.org/glossary/letter_b#British_Colonies
https://www.striking-women.org/glossary/letter_b#Bonded_Labour
https://www.striking-women.org/glossary/letter_b#Bonded_Labour
https://www.striking-women.org/module/map-major-south-asian-migration-flows/indentured-labour-south-asia-1834-1917
https://www.striking-women.org/module/map-major-south-asian-migration-flows/indentured-labour-south-asia-1834-1917
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/records/research-guides/indian-indentured-labour.htm#16967
https://www.striking-women.org/glossary/letter_t#Transportation

Historical Development of International I.
Migration

" World Wars and Great Depression (period of limited migration):
* European emigration was faltered with the outbreak of the World War 1;

" receiving countries started passing restrictive immigration laws when
international migration was revived during early 1920s; all international
movement was stopped during the onset of Great Depression in 1929;

* minimal movements of people except for returning migrants who were deported
due to restricted boarders;

* during the Second World War, the mobility that occurred largely comprised the
movements of refugees and displaced persons and not connected to economic
growth and development




Historical Development of International I.
Migration

“ Post world war (_late 1940s to 1960s):

" labour was needed in the post-war reconstruction efforts in Europe and
to service the economic boom in Europe, North America and Australia.

" Migrants from former colonies in the Caribbean and South Asia
came to find work in Britain, migrants from Turkey went to Germany
and those from former French colonies in North Africa went to France.



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/pathways/citizenship/brave_new_world/immigration.htm

Historical Development of International I.
Migration

“ Post 1970s:

" immigration became a global phenomenon; countries that have
historically been nations of emigration such as Italy, Spain and Portugal
are attracting a growing population of migrants;

" number of both sending and receiving countries increased; global
supply of immigrants are from developing countries

" the escalation of oil prices and the resulting economic boom in the Gulf
region has led to a massive immigration to these countries to meet the
demand for labour

“ There has also been a rise in labour migration to newly industrialised
countries in Asia such as Thailand, Malaysia, Hong Kong and
Singapore from less industrialized countries in Asia such as Burma and
Bangladesh.




International Migration Today



International Migration Stock
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International Migration Stock |||

* USD 669 Billion remittances transferred globally in 2023 by
migrants and diaspora

" 64,285 migrant death during their international journey; significant
number is in the Mediterranean; the boat people

= 2015 Europe migration crisis recorded a million of people seeking
asylum in Europe; 800,00 of these people are refugees mostly
escaping the Syrian war

" The invasion of Russia in Ukraine caused the largest forced
migration in Europe after the WWII; 6 million Ukrainian refugees
are in Europe

* About 7 million registered Palestinian refugees are in Jordan,
Syria and Lebanon since the beginning of the 1948 Israel-
Palestine conflict



International Migration Stock

" Migrants from China made up the fourth largest population of
foreign born migrants in the world after India, Mexico and the
Russian Federation. Over two million Chinese-born emigrants
resided in the United States, which was also home to other large
Asian migrant groups from India, the Philippines and Vietnam,;

* Other countries with large numbers of migrants residing abroad

include Bangladesh and Pakistan, many of whom are in GCC
countries.



International Migration Trends in Asia I.
& the Pacific

" migration is sometimes considered a livelihood strategy; several studies
highlight that households benefit economically from migration through
remittances, which then contribute to better health and education
outcomes.

" Migrants from Asia and the Pacific often accept precarious working
conditions in the destination country; it shows that the expectation of
gaining relatively higher wages drives the desire to migrate.

* Migration in Asia and the Pacific is primarily from economies with low
per capita income to richer countries with economies offering the
opportunity to earn higher wages.

" Aside from this, many people are forced to move because of conflict,
political persecution, human rights violations or statelessness, which
force them to seek refuge abroad; people often migrate to neighbouring
countries first, while other factors determine their ability to move to
other countries > more than half a million Rohingya refugees had fled
from Myanmar to Bangladesh since late August 2017




International Migration Trends in Asia I.
& the Pacific

" Other Factors facilitating migration > actual opportunities
available e.g. Labor demands of oil-riched GCCs; government
regulations and agreements; Recruitment has become a
multibillion-dollar industry in the region;




International Migration Trends in Asia I.
& the Pacific

" Complexities of migration

* Migration status: irregular (undocumented) migrants; a
considerable proportion of the international migration within and
from the Asia-Pacific region is irregular (e.g 30,000 irregular
migrants in Maldives, constituting more than one third of all
migrant workers; Estimates of the number of irregular migrants
in Malaysia range from 600,000 to 1.9 million; of the almost
10.5 million Filipinos who were overseas in December 2012,
over 1.3 million were in an irregular situation) > more
restrictions for women than men as some countries of origin in
the region impose restrictions on female migration, such as
setting minimum ages for female migrants, to protect them from
abuse; however, this often results in irreqular migration, as
women still wish to access the opportunities afforded by
migration




International Migration Trends in Asia I.
& the Pacific

" Complexities of migration
" Migration Status (cont)
" Chinese irregular migrants smuggled into the United States of
America generated up to $600 million for the smugglers.
* Irregular migration from Bangladesh, India and Sri Lanka, mostly

facilitated by smugglers, to Europe, Gulf States, Northern
America, the Pacific and South-East Asia is also significant. Within

the subregion, most irregular migration is to India




International Migration Trends in Asia I.
& the Pacific

" Complexities of migration
* Trafficking in persons: Trafficking is distinct from smuggling of
migrants as it involves the exploitation of migrants. The Global
Report on Trafficking in Persons reported that trafficking trends
varied widely across the region, with most victims from South
Asia having been trafficked for forced labour, whereas victims
from East Asia and the Pacific were primarily trafficked for

sexual exploitation




International Migration Trends in Asia I.
& the Pacific

" Complexities of migration

* Women and migration: proportion of women among all international
migrants in the Asia-Pacific region is 49.4%; Because of the demand in
destination countries — such as Hong Kong, China; Singapore; and the
countries of the Cooperation Council for the Arab States of the Gulf —
very high proportions of women migrants are employed as domestic
workers; It has been estimated that women migrants are providing
support to about 20% of the population of Sri Lanka;

" Despite the gains achieved by low-skilled women migrants, they are
particularly vulnerable because of their status as women, often coming from
poor families and with low levels of education and skills, and, for domestic
workers, because they are employed in isolated workplaces in a sector not
usually covered by labour regulations in countries of destination




International Migration Trends in Asia I.
& the Pacific

* Climate crisis will force millions of people to leave their homes and
migrate elsewhere, either within the territory of their home countries or
abroad.

* Migration corridors that have developed over time often have a
foundation in geographic proximity, but they are also shaped by trade
and economic factors, conflict and human (in)security, and community
and ethnic ties, as well as smuggling and trafficking.

* Southern Asians currently make up the largest migrant labour workforce
in GCC countries




International Migration from Marx's |.

and Marxist's Perspectives

“ Marx letter in 1870 on the Irish question in England; the English
capitalist interest over its colony (Ireland) have resulted to the eviction
and forced emigration of Irish population for the English capital to
function 'securely' in Ireland

* The immigration of Irish people to England was beneficial to the
English bourgeoisie who employed cheap Irish labor in their
factories and brought down the wages of the English working class



International Migration from Marx's |.
and Marxist's Perspectives

* Immigrants are forced into low-paying jobs and sub-standard living
conditions. They face hostilities from the local workers who view them as
Jjob competitors. This created the antagonism between the local working
class and the immigrant working class which is intensified by media &
government regulation policies that are all controlled by the ruling class

* This antagonism along with racism, xenophobia, sexism and
homophobia continues to play its role in keeping the working class
from uniting and organizing. A divided working class maintains the
power of the ruling class



International Migration from Marx's |.
and Marxist's Perspectives

* The direct and indirect exportation of labor in two forms shapes the new
international division of labor and encompasses the emergence of new
modalities of unequal exchange > the net transfer of revenues to the
North through outsourcing operations in the South and the South-North
transfer of the educational costs and social reproduction costs of the
migrant labor




International Migration from Marx's |.
and Marxist's Perspectives

On Migration Status (documented & undocumented), the use of undocumented
migrant workers for cheap labor is even more beneficial to the capitalist;
undocumented migrant workers are paid less than their documented
counterparts; the threat of deportation is a weapon that is always available for
employers when undocumented migrant workers try to assert their rights - ask for
higher wages, report workplace violations, demand compensation for injuries or
even form a union.







“ International organizations, academe, civil society organizations and
state instrumentalities view remittance as an essential tool in the I.
development of the underdeveloped country of origin of migrant workers;
they also see migration governance as core elements in the design and
implementation of migration policies that are both beneficial to country of
work and country of origin > it overlooks the neoliberal globalization
embedded in the current migration; it does not address the root causes of
the problems; it masks most of the fundamental contributions made by
migrants in the country of work (destination) and ignores the costs of
migration for the countries of origin

" Worsening living condition that resulted from the capitalist projects turn
migration into forced migration; four characteristics of forced migration:
(1) they take place on a national and international level; from deprived
regions toward advanced regions; (2) primarily affects the vulnerable,
poor and marginalized who are barred in their place of origin from
satisfying basic material and subjective needs; (3) generate oversupply of
cheap and disorganized labor, exploited by employers and corporations
interested in keeping costs down; and (4) they fuel mechanisms of direct
and indirect labor exploitation, both among low- and high-skilled workers;




Our Urgent Tasks L

* Continue or be better vanguards in our socialist projects > organize &
Ignite social participation to generate popular power that can result to
social emancipation of the working class > Seize the power,
deconstruct the power of capital and the state to build our socialist
project where another world is possible, a different economy and
society, an equitable and socially inclusive development and
sustainable in terms of environment and livelihoods > the global
working class must not take purely defensive position but mobilize
forces of resistance

* Revolutionary strategies & actions should be anti-racism and anti-
xenophobia too; revolutionary works should be against exploitation of
migrants rather than against immigration

* Build strategic and form alliances > national and international
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